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Brockley’s revolution retold in 4 voices
delivered by elderly people to a group of teenagers – the audience their teenage great-grandchildren}
Voice 1 (to a member of the audience) - So Look, George? you’re 14 now, right?
Voice 2             I’m 104.
Voice 1             you’re very lucky
Voice 2            I might not be here much longer.
Voice 1            you’re all very lucky to have been born in Brockley. Everything you see around you in this country today –
Voice 3            it all started here.
Voice 1            I don’t suppose you really know what a “main road”is.
Voice 4             There used to be some horrible roads here.
Voice 2            Always clogged up. Choked with fumes.
Voice 3            but they didn’t just disappear.
Voice 1            It all started with Amazon. A company you could order things from.
Voice 3            Nowadays you just fab something if you need it, but the 3D printers in those days .
Voice 2            ...useless.
Voice 4            Everyone our age/ remembers when the owners ended up in prison over unpaid tax.
Voice 2            I’m 104
Beat
Voice 1            Anyway.
Voice 3            Must have been –err ?
Voice 2             2015
Voice 3             maybe it was.- err?
Voice 2            2015,
Voice 3             I forget.
Voice 2             2015.I’m 104
Voice 1             They started this new service, Amazon /Automatic.
Voice 2            Automatic warehouses, automatic delivery vans, 1 hour delivery slots,
Voice 4            24 hours a day.
Voice 1            Van rings you when it’s outside, you go and grab your parcel from the hatch.
Voice 3            / People loved it,
Voice 4            it put a lot of people out of a job.
Voice 1            Next it was the taxis.
Voice 2            They went automatic. ..../automatic
Voice 3            Cheap taxis! Everyone liked things to be cheap when we still used money.
Voice 4            Then the buses. driven by robotic angels
Voice 3            They halved the fares!
Voice 4            Didn’t stop with the warehouse jobs or the driving jobs though.
Voice 2            It just snowballed.
Voice 4            Every month, tens of thousands fewer jobs. Teachers went –
Voice 2            I don’t suppose they even know what teachers are.
Voice 1            Lawyers, doctors, accountants,
Voice 3            pilots,
Voice 2            all gone. / [Teachers, accountants, pilots....]
Voice 4            The machines were too good. It was too “dangerous to let humans do these things”.
Voice 2            They make too many mistakes.
Voice 4            But back then, you needed a job to earn “money”. And all these jobs going at once put a lot of people on the scrapheap.
Voice 1            They had a thing called benefits, the government would give you a tiny bit of money if you couldn’t get a job.
Voice 4            Just enough to keep you alive,
Voice 2            as long as nothing went wrong.
Voice 1            But they started cutting the benefits.
Voice 4            Said this was an “unprecedented crisis”,
Voice 3            they couldn’t afford it anymore.
Voice 4            people went hungry.
Pause
Voice 3            And then there was The Trouble.
Pause
Voice 4            . Hungry people are angry people.
Voice 2            That’s when the panic set in.
Voice 1            Hard to believe when you look at it now, so peaceful, green, serene.
Voice 3            All the money and power had just got tied up with too few people. I don’t even think most people saw it coming.
Voice 1            Something had to be done.
Voice 2                        No-one knew what to do.
Voice 3            In Brockley the people have always been close. That’s what made it different.
Voice 2            “Village feel”, the “estate agents” used to call it. (they gone too)
Voice 1            But how deep it went I don’t know.
Voice 3            Not before The Trouble. That really brought people together.
Voice 1            The people from the big houses and the tiny flats. They were afraid, but they looked one another in the eye. After that they couldn’t leave each other behind.
so just as the people really came together, so did our vision.
Voice 3            Brockley, the first place in Europe to bury all its main roads!
Voice 2            It was audacious. Audacious
Voice 3            We didn’t think we could do it. But we did it, because we all pulled in the same direction.
Voice 1            People lucky enough to have houses sold them to buy the machines. And everyone that could work was down there digging, day and night.
Voice 4            Three shifts, 24 hours,
Voice 2            7 days a week.
Voice 4            Terrible job the dirt, the noise,
Voice 2            that house that fell in…
Voice 4            we didn’t have the right equipment.
Voice 1            But – we did it.
Voice 3            And when the first roads were finished…
Voice                         people couldn’t believe what they saw, how they felt.
Voice 1            The calm, the tranquillity.
Voice 3            We didn’t know it would change the country though.
Voice 1            We just wanted to change our little corner of it. We didn’t know it would catch on. Our machines went on to
Voice 2            - Catford.
Voice 3            Can’t remember where they went after that /- ....
Voice 1            When people saw what we’d done, and how...., they realised that we couldn’t go on using money.
Voice 1            That’s why they abolished it and brought in the credits.
Of course people say the credits we have now are just like money really, but it’s not the same.
Voice 2            You get your credits for being alive.
Voice 3            What you do with your life is up to you.
Voice 1            And that’s why people have got time for each other now, and why they’ve got time to look after the places they live in.
Voice 3            It’s the people of Brockley that gave you that freedom to do what you want with your life.
Voice 1            I hope you’re going to make the most of it.
Voice 2            I’m 104.

